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Chapter 9

FATHERHOOD IN PICTURE BOOKS
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'ABSTRACT

Picture books for children are used as tools for many activities in preschool
educational institutions i Turkey, and these books are given a place in classroom
libraries as well. The ones with family topics are effective on children’s acquiring the
concepts ltke motherhood, fatherhood, brotherhood and family, and learning some
features related to these concepts. Therefore, it is crucial to determine how “fatherhood”
is told and to what extent it is associated with the child and the family in these books.

In this study, we examined how the “fatherhood” concept is treatedin Picture books
for children used in preschodl educational institutions in terms of language and
narration.In this examination related to the “fatherhood” concept, we made comparisons
with the “motherhood” concept. We discussed the motherhood-fatherhood concepts
presented in these books, which are used in the preschool period, in terms of gender roles.

For this study, we chose the picture books for children used in preschool educational
mstitutions in the 2009-2010 educational year, We numbered and examined 85 picture
books about the family issue from 30 different publishers.

As for the reliability of the study, we examined all books independently from each of
us. We determined the statements describing the roles and responsibilities of fathers and
mothers. We took the statements which were placed into the same code by three
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